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U.S. forces seize intelligence equipment, documents from community center 

By JIM KRANE, Associated Press Writer 
 
BAGHDAD, Iraq  --U.S. soldiers, acting on a tip, seized 
top secret code equipment and piles of Iraqi 
intelligence documents in a raid Saturday on a 
community center. The find, including references to a 
nuclear program, is being sent to senior intelligence 
analysts to look for information on Iraq's banned 
weapons programs.  

"It's potentially significant," said Capt. Ryan 
McWilliams, an intelligence officer with the Army's 1st 
Armored Division, who examined the documents. He 
said there were "potentially some pretty strong 
documents regarding the intelligence service."  

The haul came on the sixth day of a nationwide 
sweep to seize weapons and insurgents. In the past 
week, the military has conducted 90 raids and netted 
540 suspects, a coalition spokesman said. No figure 
was available for how many had been released.  

Since the start of the invasion in March, U.S. 
forces have been combing Iraq for clues to the 
country's banned nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons programs. The searches have so far failed to 
prove that Iraq harbored the unconventional weapons 
that President Bush cited as the main justification for 
war.  

Saturday's raid in Baghdad's Azamiyah district 
nabbed dozens of military radios, cryptography 
equipment and mapmaking plotters. Most equipment 
appeared to be old. It included equipment made by 
U.S. and European companies like Motorola and 
Thompson.  

McWilliams said informants told him Iraqi 
intelligence officials stashed the goods there in the last 
days of Saddam's regime. He added that the stash 
would be handed over to intelligence analysts at the 
division's headquarters at Baghdad International Airport 
to see if they relate to banned weapons programs. 

Soldiers with flashlights examined documents 
strewn across the floor of two rooms above a funeral 
parlor. An Arabic interpreter pointed out Top Secret and 
Personal markings.   

One document, dated Feb. 7, 1998, appeared 
to be a manifest for secure communications equipment. 
The memo, sent from the National Security Council of 
Iraq, was addressed to the Iraqi Nuclear Organization, 
with a carbon to the Mukhabarat, the secret intelligence 
service. 
 

US soldiers pour through documents during a raid 
conducted at a community center in Baghdad, Iraq 
Saturday June 21, 2003. US forces seized piles of top 
secret documents and cryptography equipment that Iraqi 
intelligence officials stashed away in the last days of 
Saddam Hussein's regime. (AP Photo/Jim Krane) 
 

Saturday's search -- a job usually handled by 
U.S. intelligence operatives -- fell to the “Gunners”, (2nd 
Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery) a field artillery regiment, 
used to firing cannons in conventional battles.  

Since June 15, the Gunners have been one of 
the busiest U.S. units in Baghdad, seizing more than 60 
suspects along with weapons, propaganda leaflets and 
cash.  

The Gunners get raiding pointers, intelligence 
and interrogation help from U.S. Special Forces soldiers, 
in their patrols of what many consider Baghdad's most 
anti-American sector.  

The mainly Sunni Muslim Azamiyah district has 
been the site of sophisticated ambushes on U.S. forces. 
The last time Saddam was seen in public -- in the war's 
waning days -- was in Azamiyah, and the neighborhood 
put up some of the toughest resistance to the U.S. 
invasion.  

"It's just infested with guys who think at the 
highest level," said Lt. Col. Bill Rabena, the Gunners' 
commander. "These guys are organized. It's not just a 
bunch of thugs with RPGs," or rocket-propelled 
grenades.  



 

TODAY’S WEATHER 
 

     High: 108F/42C 
     Low:  82F/28C 

NEWS 
Tape Says al-Qaida Behind Saudi Bombings 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) - A masked militant, 
speaking in a video filmed in a mud hut, warns of new 
al-Qaida suicide attacks and says Osama bin Laden's 
terror network carried out deadly bombings in Saudi 
Arabia and Morocco. If authentic, the video would be 
the first al-Qaida claim of responsibility for the suicide 
attacks on foreign housing compounds in Riyadh, 
which killed 26 people and nine attackers, and 
bombings in Casablanca that killed 43 people and 12 
attackers.  
 
Ariz. Fire Sweeps Over TV, Radio Towers 
TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) - A growing wildfire swept over a 
ridge of television and radio towers and appeared to 
have entered a ski area after burning about 250 homes 
in a mountain hamlet.  With the flames still out of 
control, firefighters feared it would char tens of 
thousands of acres before they could stop it.  
 
Officials Question Calif. Train Derailing 
COMMERCE, Calif. (AP) - Crews worked Saturday to 
remove tons of lumber that demolished homes along a 
railroad line when more than two-dozen runaway freight 
cars came spilling off the tracks. City officials and 
residents said it was amazing no one was killed, and 
they questioned the decision to derail the runaway cars 
without warning local police, who could have evacuated 
the homes.  
 
Potter Books Fly Off Shelves Like Magic 
NEW YORK (AP) - When planning the family vacation 
to Manhattan, Peter Ahrensdorf knew there was one 
can't-miss stop for his kids - and it wasn't the Empire 
State Building or the Statue of Liberty. Ahrensdorf, his 
wife and their two children arrived early Saturday at the 
Barnes & Noble on Fifth Avenue, where they picked up 
their eagerly anticipated copy of "Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix." 
 

The Old Ironsides Report 23 August, 2003 

SPORTS 
Pens Grab Fleury With No. 1 NHL Pick 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) - The Pittsburgh Penguins 
wanted goalie Marc-Andre Fleury, so they traded up 
two spots to make sure they got him. Fleury, from Cape 
Breton of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League, 
was chosen with the first pick in the NHL Draft on 
Saturday after Pittsburgh acquired the selection from 
the Florida Panthers earlier in the day. 
 
Roger Neilson Dies 
(FOX SPORTS) On the same day of a draft full of 
excitement, the NHL lost one of its own Saturday. 
Roger Neilson, who fought a long-term battle with two 
forms of cancer, died at age 69. Neilson, who last 
served as an assistant for the Senators, was elected 
into the Hall of Fame in 2002. 
 
Boxer Tyson Arrested in New York Brawl 
NEW YORK (AP) - Mike Tyson was arrested early 
Saturday after a brawl with two men outside a Brooklyn 
hotel and was charged with assault and disorderly 
conduct. The former heavyweight champion was 
treated for minor cuts to his hands after the two men 
apparently retrieved some type of pole from the hotel 
lobby and used it against him, police said. They had no 
further information on the pole. 
 

And in other news… 
 

Holy H2O Chaplain 
(Miami Herald) At the height of the war in Iraq, Army 
chaplain Lt. Josh Llano, 32, a Southern Baptist, 
commandeered 500 gallons of water to fill his baptismal 
pool at Camp Bushmaster near Najaf and offered 
exhausted, grimy soldiers a chance for a refreshing dip, 
provided they agreed to formal baptisms following a 90-
minute sermon. Llano told a Miami Herald reporter: "It's 
simple. They want water. I have it, as long as they 
agree to get baptized." (The Army's chief of chaplains 
said he would investigate.) 
 

Safety Center Take Note… 
(Lincoln Journal) Hamlin, W.Va., in January, a 19-year-
old driver survived having her car hit by trains on two 
separate tracks (being knocked off one track onto 
another and then hit while on that track). She was in 
that predicament only because she had followed safe-
driver guidelines by pulling off the road to make a cell-
phone call, but the place she pulled off onto was a 
railroad track.  
 

Chaplain’s thought for the day: 
 
Worry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow, but only saps 
today of its strength. 
                                                     --A.J. Cronin 
 
There is always something to worry about.  What if 
something happens to me tomorrow?  What if 
something happens to my buddy?  What if…?  Our 
worries about tomorrow change nothing but ourselves, 
and they have nothing to do with what we are doing 
right now.  Tomorrow will become today soon enough, 
and today is the day we have. 
 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God.  Philippians 4:6 
  

 


